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(c) APPLICABILITY, WAIVER AUTHORITY, AND RE-
FERRAL OF OFFERS.—

(1) APPLICABILITY.—Subsection (b) does not
apply to a qualification requirement estab-
lished by statute prior to October 30, 1984.

(2) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—

(A) SUBMISSION OF DETERMINATION OF UN-
REASONABLENESS.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (C), if it is unreasonable to
specify the standards for qualification that a
prospective offeror or its product must sat-
isfy, a determination to that effect shall be
submitted to the advocate for competition of
the procuring activity responsible for the
purchase of the item subject to the quali-
fication requirement.

(B) AUTHORITY TO GRANT WAIVER.—After
considering any comments of the advocate
for competition reviewing the determina-
tion, the head of the procuring activity may
waive the requirements of paragraphs (2) to
(5) of subsection (b) for up to 2 years with re-
spect to the item subject to the qualification
requirement.

(C) NONAPPLICABILITY TO QUALIFIED PROD-
UCTS LIST.—Waiver authority under this
paragraph does not apply with respect to a
qualified products list.

(3) SUBMISSION AND CONSIDERATION OF OFFER
NOT TO BE DENIED.—A potential offeror may
not be denied the opportunity to submit and
have considered an offer for a contract solely
because the potential offeror has not been
identified as meeting a qualification require-
ment if the potential offeror can demonstrate
to the satisfaction of the contracting officer
that the potential offeror or its product meets
the standards established for qualification or
can meet those standards before the date spec-
ified for award of the contract.

(4) REFERRAL TO SMALL BUSINESS ADMINIS-
TRATION NOT REQUIRED.—This subsection does
not require the referral of an offer to the
Small Business Administration pursuant to
section 8(b)(7) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 637(b)(7)) if the basis for the referral is
a challenge by the offeror to either the valid-
ity of the qualification requirement or the of-
feror’s compliance with that requirement.

(5) DELAY OF PROCUREMENT NOT REQUIRED.—
The head of an agency need not delay a pro-
posed procurement to comply with subsection
(b) or to provide a potential offeror with an
opportunity to demonstrate its ability to meet
the standards specified for qualification.

(d) FEWER THAN 2 ACTUAL MANUFACTURERS.—

(1) SOLICITATION AND TESTING OF ADDITIONAL
SOURCES OR PRODUCTS.—If the number of quali-
fied sources or qualified products available to
compete actively for an anticipated future re-
quirement is fewer than 2 actual manufactur-
ers or the products of 2 actual manufacturers,
respectively, the head of the agency concerned
shall—

(A) publish notice periodically soliciting
additional sources or products to seek quali-
fication, unless the contracting officer de-
termines that doing so would compromise
national security; and

(B) subject to paragraph (2), bear the cost
of conducting the specified testing and eval-
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uation (excluding the cost associated with
producing the item or establishing the pro-
duction, quality control, or other system to
be tested and evaluated) for a small business
concern or a product manufactured by a
small business concern that has met the
standards specified for qualification and
that could reasonably be expected to com-
pete for a contract for that requirement.

(2) WHEN AGENCY MAY BEAR COST.—The head
of the agency concerned may bear the cost
under paragraph (1)(B) only if the head of the
agency determines that the additional quali-
fied sources or products are likely to result in
cost savings from increased competition for
future requirements sufficient to offset (with-
in a reasonable period of time considering the
duration and dollar value of anticipated future
requirements) the cost incurred by the agency.

(3) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—The head of
the agency shall require a prospective contrac-
tor requesting the Federal Government to
bear testing and evaluation costs under para-
graph (1)(B) to certify its status as a small
business concern under section 3 of the Small
Business Act (156 U.S.C. 632).

(e) EXAMINATION AND REVALIDATION OF QUALI-
FICATION REQUIREMENT.—Within 7 years after
the establishment of a qualification require-
ment, the need for the requirement shall be ex-
amined and the standards of the requirement re-
validated in accordance with the requirements
of subsection (b). This subsection does not apply
in the case of a qualification requirement for
which a waiver is in effect under subsection
(©)(2).

(f) WHEN ENFORCEMENT OF QUALIFICATION RE-
QUIREMENT NOT ALLOWED.—Except in an emer-
gency as determined by the head of the agency,
after the head of the agency determines not to
enforce a qualification requirement for a solici-
tation, the agency may not enforce the require-
ment unless the agency complies with the re-
quirements of subsection (b).

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3761.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

41:253c. June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title
III, §303C, formerly §303D,
as added Pub. L. 98-577,
title II, §202(a), Oct. 30,
1984, 98 Stat. 3069; renum-

bered §303C, Pub. L.

9-145, title X111,
§1304(c)(4)(A), Nov. 8, 1985,
99 Stat. 742.

In subsection (d)(1)(A), the words ‘‘in the Commerce
Business Daily” are omitted as obsolete. See revision
note for section 1708(d) of the revised title.
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES—CONTINUED

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
3501(b) ........ 41:254b note. Pub. L. 110-417, [div. A],

title VIII, §868, Oct. 14,
2008, 122 Stat. 4552.

law or overpayments.

§3501. General

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this chapter:

(1) COMMERCIAL ITEM.—The term ‘‘commer-
cial item’ has the meaning provided the term
by section 103 of this title.

(2) COST OR PRICING DATA.—The term ‘‘cost or
pricing data’ means all facts that, as of the
date of agreement on the price of a contract
(or the price of a contract modification) or, if
applicable consistent with section 3506(a)(2) of
this title, another date agreed upon between
the parties, a prudent buyer or seller would
reasonably expect to affect price negotiations
significantly. The term does not include infor-
mation that is judgmental, but does include
factual information from which a judgment
was derived.

(3) SUBCONTRACT.—The term ‘‘subcontract”
includes a transfer of commercial items be-
tween divisions, subsidiaries, or affiliates of a
contractor or a subcontractor.

(b) REGULATIONS.—

(1) MINIMIZING ABUSE OF COMMERCIAL SERV-
ICES ITEM AUTHORITY.—The Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation shall ensure that services that
are not offered and sold competitively in sub-
stantial quantities in the commercial market-
place, but are of a type offered and sold com-
petitively in substantial quantities in the
commercial marketplace, may be treated as
commercial items for purposes of this chapter
only if the contracting officer determines in
writing that the offeror has submitted suffi-
cient information to evaluate, through price
analysis, the reasonableness of the price for
the services.

(2) INFORMATION TO SUBMIT.—To the extent
necessary to make a determination under
paragraph (1), the contracting officer may re-
quest the offeror to submit—

(A) prices paid for the same or similar
commercial items under comparable terms
and conditions by both government and com-
mercial customers; and

(B) if the contracting officer determines
that the information described in subpara-
graph (A) is not sufficient to determine the
reasonableness of price, other relevant infor-
mation regarding the basis for price or cost,
including information on labor costs, mate-
rial costs, and overhead rates.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3764.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

3501(a) ........

41:254b(h). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title
III, §304A(h), formerly
§304A(1), as added Pub. L.
103-355, title I, §1251(a)(2),
Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 3284;
redesignated as §304A(h),
Pub. L. 104-106, title XLII,
§4201(b)(2)(B), Feb. 10,
1996, 110 Stat. 652.

Subsection (a) of Pub. L. 110-417, §868 is omitted as
unnecessary.

In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘‘The Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation’ are substituted for ‘‘The regulations
modified pursuant to subsection (a)” for clarity and
conformity with the revised title.

§3502. Required cost or pricing data and certifi-
cation

(a) WHEN REQUIRED.—The head of an executive
agency shall require offerors, contractors, and
subcontractors to make cost or pricing data
available as follows:

(1) OFFEROR FOR PRIME CONTRACT.—An of-
feror for a prime contract under this division
to be entered into using procedures other than
sealed-bid procedures shall be required to sub-
mit cost or pricing data before the award of a
contract if—

(A) in the case of a prime contract entered
into after October 13, 1994, the price of the
contract to the Federal Government is ex-
pected to exceed $500,000; and

(B) in the case of a prime contract entered
into on or before October 13, 1994, the price
of the contract to the Federal Government
is expected to exceed $100,000.

(2) CONTRACTOR.—The contractor for a prime
contract under this division shall be required
to submit cost or pricing data before the pric-
ing of a change or modification to the con-
tract if—

(A) in the case of a change or modification
made to a prime contract referred to in
paragraph (1)(A), the price adjustment is ex-
pected to exceed $500,000;

(B) in the case of a change or modification
made to a prime contract that was entered
into on or before October 13, 1994, and that
has been modified pursuant to subsection (f),
the price adjustment is expected to exceed
$500,000; and

(C) in the case of a change or modification
not covered by subparagraph (A) or (B), the
price adjustment is expected to exceed
$100,000.

(3) OFFEROR FOR SUBCONTRACT.—An offeror
for a subcontract (at any tier) of a contract
under this division shall be required to submit
cost or pricing data before the award of the
subcontract if the prime contractor and each
higher-tier subcontractor have been required
to make available cost or pricing data under
this chapter and—

(A) in the case of a subcontract under a
prime contract referred to in paragraph
(1)(A), the price of the subcontract is ex-
pected to exceed $500,000;

(B) in the case of a subcontract entered
into under a prime contract that was en-
tered into on or before October 13, 1994, and
that has been modified pursuant to sub-
section (f), the price of the subcontract is ex-
pected to exceed $500,000; and
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(C) in the case of a subcontract not cov-
ered by subparagraph (A) or (B), the price of
the subcontract is expected to exceed
$100,000.

(4) SUBCONTRACTOR.—The subcontractor for a
subcontract covered by paragraph (3) shall be
required to submit cost or pricing data before
the pricing of a change or modification to the
subcontract if—

(A) in the case of a change or modification
to a subcontract referred to in paragraph
(3)(A) or (B), the price adjustment is ex-
pected to exceed $500,000; and

(B) in the case of a change or modification
to a subcontract referred to in paragraph
(3)(C), the price adjustment is expected to
exceed $100,000.

(b) CERTIFICATION.—A person required, as an
offeror, contractor, or subcontractor, to submit
cost or pricing data under subsection (a) (or re-
quired by the head of the procuring activity con-
cerned to submit the data under section 3504 of
this title) shall be required to certify that, to
the best of the person’s knowledge and belief,
the cost or pricing data submitted are accurate,
complete, and current.

(¢c) To WHOM SUBMITTED.—Cost or pricing data
required to be submitted under subsection (a)
(or under section 3504 of this title), and a certifi-
cation required to be submitted under sub-
section (b), shall be submitted—

(1) in the case of a submission by a prime
contractor (or an offeror for a prime contract),
to the contracting officer for the contract (or
a designated representative of the contracting
officer); or

(2) in the case of a submission by a sub-
contractor (or an offeror for a subcontract), to
the prime contractor.

(d) APPLICATION OF CHAPTER.—Except as pro-
vided under section 3503 of this title, this chap-
ter applies to contracts entered into by the head
of an executive agency on behalf of a foreign
government.

(e) SUBCONTRACTS NOT AFFECTED BY WAIVER.—
A waiver of requirements for submission of cer-
tified cost or pricing data that is granted under
section 3503(a)(3) of this title in the case of a
contract or subcontract does not waive the re-
quirement under subsection (a)(3) of this section
for submission of cost or pricing data in the case
of subcontracts under that contract or sub-
contract unless the head of the procuring activ-
ity granting the waiver determines that the re-
quirement under subsection (a)(3) of this section
should be waived in the case of those sub-
contracts and justifies in writing the reason for
the determination.

(f) MODIFICATIONS TO PRIOR CONTRACTS.—On
the request of a contractor that was required to
submit cost or pricing data under subsection (a)
in connection with a prime contract entered
into on or before October 13, 1994, the head of the
executive agency that entered into the contract
shall modify the contract to reflect paragraphs
(2)(B) and (3)(B) of subsection (a). All those
modifications shall be made without requiring
consideration.

(g) ADJUSTMENT OF AMOUNTS.—Effective on Oc-
tober 1 of each year that is divisible by 5, each
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amount set forth in subsection (a) shall be ad-
justed to the amount that is equal to the fiscal
year 1994 constant dollar value of the amount
set forth. Any amount, as so adjusted, that is
not evenly divisible by $50,000 shall be rounded
to the nearest multiple of $50,000. In the case of
an amount that is evenly divisible by $25,000 but
not evenly divisible by $50,000, the amount shall
be rounded to the next higher multiple of $50,000.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3765.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

41:254b(a). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title
IIT, §304A(a), as added
Pub. L. 103-355, title I,
§1251(a)(2), Oct. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 3278; Pub. L.
105-261, div. A, title VIII,
§805(b), Oct. 17, 1998, 112
Stat. 2083.

§ 3503. Exceptions

(a) IN GENERAL.—Submission of certified cost
or pricing data shall not be required under sec-
tion 3502 of this title in the case of a contract,
a subcontract, or a modification of a contract or
subcontract—

(1) for which the price agreed on is based
on—
(A) adequate price competition; or
(B) prices set by law or regulation;
(2) for the acquisition of a commercial item;
or
(3) in an exceptional case when the head of
the procuring activity, without delegation, de-
termines that the requirements of this chapter
may be waived and justifies in writing the rea-
sons for the determination.

(b) MODIFICATIONS OF CONTRACTS AND SUB-
CONTRACTS FOR COMMERCIAL ITEMS.—In the case
of a modification of a contract or subcontract
for a commercial item that is not covered by the
exception to the submission of certified cost or
pricing data in paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection
(a), submission of certified cost or pricing data
shall not be required under section 3502 of this
title if—

(1) the contract or subcontract being modi-
fied is a contract or subcontract for which sub-
mission of certified cost or pricing data may
not be required by reason of paragraph (1) or
(2) of subsection (a); and

(2) the modification would not change the
contract or subcontract from a contract or
subcontract for the acquisition of a commer-
cial item to a contract or subcontract for the
acquisition of an item other than a commer-
cial item.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3766.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

41:254b(b). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title

IIT, §304A(b), as added
Pub. L. 103-355, title I,
§1251(a)(2), Oct. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 3279; Pub. L.
104-106, title XLII,
§4201(b)(1), Feb. 10, 1996,
110 Stat. 651.
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In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘‘as the case may be”’
are omitted as unnecessary.

§3504. Cost or pricing data on below-threshold
contracts

(a) AUTHORITY TO REQUIRE SUBMISSION.—Sub-
ject to subsection (b), when certified cost or
pricing data are not required to be submitted by
section 3502 of this title for a contract, sub-
contract, or modification of a contract or sub-
contract, the data may nevertheless be required
to be submitted by the head of the procuring ac-
tivity, but only if the head of the procuring ac-
tivity determines that the data are necessary
for the evaluation by the agency of the reason-
ableness of the price of the contract, sub-
contract, or modification of a contract or sub-
contract. In any case in which the head of the
procuring activity requires the data to be sub-
mitted under this section, the head of the pro-
curing activity shall justify in writing the rea-
son for the requirement.

(b) EXCEPTION.—The head of the procuring ac-
tivity may not require certified cost or pricing
data to be submitted under this section for any
contract or subcontract, or modification of a
contract or subcontract, covered by the excep-
tions in section 3503(a)(1) or (2) of this title.

(c) DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY PROHIBITED.—
The head of a procuring activity may not dele-
gate the functions under this section.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3767.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

41:254b(c). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title
III, §304A(c). as added

Pub. L. 103-355, title I,

§1251(a)(2), Oct. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 3280; Pub. L.
104-106, title XLII,

§§4201(b)(1), 4321(e)(3). Feb.
10, 1996, 110 Stat. 651, 675.

§3505. Submission of other information

(a) AUTHORITY TO REQUIRE SUBMISSION.—When
certified cost or pricing data are not required to
be submitted under this chapter for a contract,
subcontract, or modification of a contract or
subcontract, the contracting officer shall re-
quire submission of data other than certified
cost or pricing data to the extent necessary to
determine the reasonableness of the price of the
contract, subcontract, or modification of the
contract or subcontract. Except in the case of a
contract or subcontract covered by the excep-
tions in section 3503(a)(1) of this title, the con-
tracting officer shall require that the data sub-
mitted include, at a minimum, appropriate in-
formation on the prices at which the same item
or similar items have previously been sold that
is adequate for evaluating the reasonableness of
the price for the procurement.

(b) LIMITATIONS ON AUTHORITY.—The Federal
Acquisition Regulation shall include the follow-
ing provisions regarding the types of informa-
tion that contracting officers may require under
subsection (a):

(1) REASONABLE LIMITATIONS.—Reasonable
limitations on requests for sales data relating
to commercial items.
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(2) LIMITATION ON SCOPE OF REQUEST.—A re-
quirement that a contracting officer limit, to
the maximum extent practicable, the scope of
any request for information relating to com-
mercial items from an offeror to only that in-
formation that is in the form regularly main-
tained by the offeror in commercial oper-
ations.

(3) INFORMATION NOT TO BE DISCLOSED.—A
statement that any information received re-
lating to commercial items that is exempt
from disclosure under section 552(b) of title 5
shall not be disclosed by the Federal Govern-
ment.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3767.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

41:254b(d). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title

IIT, §304A(d), as added

Pub. L. 103-355, title I,
§1251(a)(2), Oct. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 3281; Pub. L.
104-106, title XLII,

§§4201(b)(1), 4321(e)(4), Feb.
10, 1996, 110 Stat. 652, 675;
Pub. L. 105-261, div. A,
title VIII, §808(b), Oct. 17,
1998, 112 Stat. 2085.

§ 3506. Price reductions for defective cost or pric-
ing data

(a) PROVISION REQUIRING ADJUSTMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A prime contract (or
change or modification to a prime contract)
under which a certificate under section 3502(b)
of this title is required shall contain a provi-
sion that the price of the contract to the Fed-
eral Government, including profit or fee, shall
be adjusted to exclude any significant amount
by which it may be determined by the head of
the executive agency that the price was in-
creased because the contractor (or any sub-
contractor required to make the certificate
available) submitted defective cost or pricing
data.

(2) WHAT CONSTITUTES DEFECTIVE COST OR
PRICING DATA.—For the purposes of this chap-
ter, defective cost or pricing data are cost or
pricing data that, as of the date of agreement
on the price of the contract (or another date
agreed on between the parties), were inac-
curate, incomplete, or noncurrent. If for pur-
poses of the preceding sentence the parties
agree on a date other than the date of agree-
ment on the price of the contract, the date
agreed on by the parties shall be as close to
the date of agreement on the price of the con-
tract as is practicable.

(b) VALID DEFENSE.—In determining for pur-
poses of a contract price adjustment under a
contract provision required by subsection (a)
whether, and to what extent, a contract price
was increased because the contractor (or a sub-
contractor) submitted defective cost or pricing
data, it is a defense that the Federal Govern-
ment did not rely on the defective data submit-
ted by the contractor or subcontractor.

(c) INVALID DEFENSES.—It is not a defense to
an adjustment of the price of a contract under a
contract provision required by subsection (a)
that—
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(1) the price of the contract would not have
been modified even if accurate, complete, and
current cost or pricing data had been submit-
ted by the contractor or subcontractor be-
cause the contractor or subcontractor—

(A) was the sole source of the property or
services procured; or

(B) otherwise was in a superior bargaining
position with respect to the property or
services procured;

(2) the contracting officer should have
known that the cost or pricing data in issue
were defective even though the contractor or
subcontractor took no affirmative action to
bring the character of the data to the atten-
tion of the contracting officer;

(3) the contract was based on an agreement
between the contractor and the Federal Gov-
ernment about the total cost of the contract
and there was no agreement about the cost of
each item procured under the contract; or

(4) the prime contractor or subcontractor
did not submit a certification of cost or pric-
ing data relating to the contract as required
by section 3502(b) of this title.

(d) OFFSETS.—

(1) WHEN ALLOWED.—A contractor shall be al-
lowed to offset an amount against the amount
of a contract price adjustment under a con-
tract provision required by subsection (a) if—

(A) the contractor certifies to the con-
tracting officer (or to a designated rep-
resentative of the contracting officer) that,
to the best of the contractor’s knowledge
and belief, the contractor is entitled to the
offset; and

(B) the contractor proves that the cost or
pricing data were available before the date
of agreement on the price of the contract (or
price of the modification), or, if applicable,
consistent with subsection (a)(2), another
date agreed on by the parties, and that the
data were not submitted as specified in sec-
tion 3502(c) of this title before that date.

(2) WHEN NOT ALLOWED.—A contractor shall
not be allowed to offset an amount otherwise
authorized to be offset under paragraph (1) if—

(A) the certification under section 3502(b)
of this title with respect to the cost or pric-
ing data involved was known to be false
when signed; or

(B) the Federal Government proves that,
had the cost or pricing data referred to in
paragraph (1)(B) been submitted to the Fed-
eral Government before date of agreement
on the price of the contract (or price of the
modification), or, if applicable, under sub-
section (a)(2), another date agreed on by the
parties, the submission of the cost or pricing
data would not have resulted in an increase
in that price in the amount to be offset.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3768.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

41:254b(e). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title
ITI, §304A(e), as added
Pub. L. 103-355, title I,
§1251(a)(2), Oct. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 3282.
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§3507. Interest and penalties for certain over-
payments

(a) IN GENERAL.—If the Federal Government
makes an overpayment to a contractor under a
contract with an executive agency subject to
this chapter and the overpayment was due to
the submission by the contractor of defective
cost or pricing data, the contractor shall be lia-
ble to the Federal Government—

(1) for interest on the amount of the over-
payment, to be computed—

(A) for the period beginning on the date
the overpayment was made to the contractor
and ending on the date the contractor repays
the amount of the overpayment to the Fed-
eral Government; and

(B) at the current rate prescribed by the
Secretary of the Treasury under section 6621
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (26
U.S.C. 6621); and

(2) if the submission of the defective data
was a knowing submission, for an additional
amount equal to the amount of the overpay-
ment.

(b) LIABILITY NOT AFFECTED BY REFUSAL To
SUBMIT CERTIFICATION.—AnNy liability under this
section of a contractor that submits cost or
pricing data but refuses to submit the certifi-
cation required by section 3502(b) of this title
with respect to the cost or pricing data is not af-
fected by the refusal to submit the certification.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3769.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

41:254b(f). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title
III, §304A(f), as added Pub.
L. 103-355, title I,
§12561(a)(2), Oct. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 3283.

§ 3508. Right to examine contractor records

For the purpose of evaluating the accuracy,
completeness, and currency of cost or pricing
data required to be submitted by this chapter,
an executive agency shall have the authority
provided by section 4706(b)(2) of this title.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3770.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

41:254b(g). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title

III, §304A(g), as added
Pub. L. 103-355, title I,
§1251(a)(2), Oct. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 3283.

§3509. Notification of violations of Federal crimi-
nal law or overpayments

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“‘covered contract’” means any contract in an
amount greater than $5,000,000 and more than
120 days in duration.

(b) FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION.—The
Federal Acquisition Regulation shall include,
pursuant to FAR Case 2007-006 (as published at
72 Fed. Reg. 64019, November 14, 2007) or any fol-
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low-on FAR case, provisions that require timely
notification by Federal contractors of violations
of Federal criminal law or overpayments in con-
nection with the award or performance of cov-
ered contracts or subcontracts, including those
performed outside the United States and those
for commercial items.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3770.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
3509 ....eeuennnn 41:251 note. Pub. L. 110-252, title VI,

§§6102, 6103, June 30, 2008,
122 Stat. 2386, 2387.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘shall include’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘shall be amended” and ‘‘to include” to re-
flect the permanence of the provision. The words
“within 180 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act” are omitted as obsolete.

CHAPTER 37—AWARDING OF CONTRACTS

Sec.

3701. Basis of award and rejection.

3702. Sealed bids.

3703. Competitive proposals.

3704. Post-award debriefings.

3705. Pre-award debriefings.

3706. Encouragement of alternative dispute resolu-
tion.

3707. Antitrust violations.

3708. Protests.

§3701. Basis of award and rejection

(a) AWARD.—An executive agency shall evalu-
ate sealed bids and competitive proposals, and
award a contract, based solely on the factors
specified in the solicitation.

(b) REJECTION.—AII sealed bids or competitive
proposals received in response to a solicitation
may be rejected if the agency head determines
that rejection is in the public interest.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3770.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gﬁé’;ffﬁ Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

3701(a) ........ 41:253b(a). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title
II1, §303B(a), (b), as added
Pub. L. 98-369, title VII,
§2711(a)(2), July 18, 1984, 98
Stat. 1179; Pub. L. 103-355,
title I, §1061(c)(1), Oct. 13,
1994, 108 Stat. 3267.

3701(D) ... 41:253b(b).

CONGRESSIONAL STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Pub. L. 98-577, title I, §101, Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 3066,
provided that: ‘“The purposes of this Act [see Tables for
classification] are to—

‘(1) eliminate procurement procedures and prac-
tices that unnecessarily inhibit full and open com-
petition for contracts;

‘(2) promote the use of contracting opportunities
as a means to expand the industrial base of the
United States in order to ensure adequate responsive
capability of the economy to the increased demands
of the Government in times of national emergency;
and

““(3) foster opportunities for the increased partici-
pation in the competitive procurement process of
small business concerns and small business concerns
owned and controlled by socially and economically
disadvantaged individuals.”

TITLE 41—PUBLIC CONTRACTS
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EX. ORD. No. 12979. AGENCY PROCUREMENT PROTESTS

Ex. Ord. No. 12979, Oct. 25, 1995, 60 F.R. 55171, pro-
vided:

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of
America, and in order to ensure effective and efficient
expenditure of public funds and fair and expeditious
resolution of protests to the award of Federal procure-
ment contracts, it is hereby ordered as follows:

SECTION 1. Heads of executive departments and agen-
cies (‘‘agencies’) engaged in the procurement of sup-
plies and services shall prescribe administrative proce-
dures for the resolution of protests to the award of
their procurement contracts as an alternative to pro-
tests in fora outside the procuring agencies. Procedures
prescribed pursuant to this order shall:

(a) emphasize that whenever conduct of a procure-
ment is contested, all parties should use their best ef-
forts to resolve the matter with agency contracting of-
ficers;

(b) to the maximum extent practicable, provide for
inexpensive, informal, procedurally simple, and expedi-
tious resolution of protests, including, where appro-
priate and as permitted by law, the use of alternative
dispute resolution techniques, third party neutrals, and
another agency’s personnel;

(c) allow actual or prospective bidders or offerors
whose direct economic interests would be affected by
the award or failure to award the contract to request a
review, at a level above the contracting officer, of any
decision by a contracting officer that is alleged to have
violated a statute or regulation and, thereby, caused
prejudice to the protester; and

(d) except where immediate contract award or per-
formance is justified for urgent and compelling reasons
or is determined to be in the best interest of the United
States, prohibit award or performance of the contract
while a timely filed protest is pending before the agen-
cy. To allow for the withholding of a contract award or
performance, the agency must have received notice of
the protest within either 10 calendar days after the
contract award or 5 calendar days after the bidder or
offeror who is protesting the contract award was given
the opportunity to be debriefed by the agency, which-
ever date is later.

SEC. 2. The Administrator for Federal Procurement
Policy shall: (a) work with the heads of executive agen-
cies to provide policy guidance and leadership nec-
essary to implement provisions of this order; and

(b) review and evaluate agency experience and per-
formance under this order, and report on any findings
to the President within 2 years from the date of this
order.

SEC. 3. The Administrator of General Services, the
Secretary of Defense, and the Administrator of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration, in co-
ordination with the Office of Federal Procurement Pol-
icy, shall amend the Federal Acquisition Regulation, 48
C.F.R. 1, within 180 days of the date of this order to fur-
ther the purposes of this order.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
§ 3702. Sealed bids

(a) OPENING OF BIDS.—Sealed bids shall be
opened publicly at the time and place stated in
the solicitation.

(b) CRITERIA FOR AWARDING CONTRACT.—The
executive agency shall evaluate the bids in ac-
cordance with section 3701(a) of this title with-
out discussions with the bidders and, except as
provided in section 3701(b) of this title, shall
award a contract with reasonable promptness to
the responsible source whose bid conforms to
the solicitation and is most advantageous to the
Federal Government, considering only price and
the other price-related factors included in the
solicitation.
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